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the number of cases of this eye disease always increased when the flies are
present in the greatest numbers and that the eye trouble is most prevalent
in the place where the flies are most numerous.
364.
NTJTTALL and JEPSON, Zoc. cit.
Budd as early as 1862, considered that it was fully proven that flies served
as the carriers of Egyptian ophthalmia, and Laveran in 1880, writing of Biskra,
says the same. These writers also point out that Braun (1882), Demetriades
(1894) and German (1896) agree that gonorrheal and other infections of the
eye may be carried by flies. Welander (1896) observed an interesting case
where an old bed-ridden woman in a hospital became infected. It seems that
her bed was alongside that of another patient who had blennorrhea, but that
a screen which did not reach to the ceiling separated the beds. Thus all
means of infection except through the agency of flies was apparently absent.
Nuttall and Jepson conclude their consideration of ophthalmia with the
following statement: "The evidence regarding the spread of Egyptian ophthal-
mia byflies appears to be conclusive, and the possibility of gonorrhoea! secretions
being conveyed by flies can not be denied."
ECONOMIC   LOSSES   CAUSED  BY  THE  HOUSE  FLY.
365.
HOWARD, L. O. Economic Loss to the People of the United States through
Insects that Carry Disease. Bureau of Entomology Bulletin, No, 71,
p. 23-36; 7. Washington, 1909.
Malaria, yellow fever, the typhoid fly are shown to retard the progress of
nations by great losses in vitality and otherwise.
FLY PREVENTIVES.
366. The Disease Carrying House Fly.
JACKSON, DANIEL D. American Review of Reviews, Vol. 42, p. 44-48, New
York, 1910.
Among recommendations made by Jackson, are as follows:
We should abolish open privies and properly dispose of our sewage and other
waste products.
Our sanitary inspectors in cities should be instructed first to disinfect and
then to remove all exposed filth wherever found.
Stable manure should be thoroughly screened or kept in tight, dark recepta-
cles and removed at regular intervals.
Laws should be passed in all our states, as they have been recently passed
in several, requiring the thorough screening of all public kitchens, restaurants
and dining rooms. All food, particularly that which is eaten uncooked, ex-
posed for sale during the fly season, should be screened. The same care should
be taken with all food in the home.
Dealers who allow their food products to be exposed to flies should be care-
fully avoided.